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Context

n Judicial Reform Regarding Japanese 
Lawyers

n The Effects of Judicial Reform
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Bar Exam Passage

n Until 1990, about 500 people per year.
n In 1991, above 600 people.
n In 2002, 1200 people. 
n Passing rate of the Bar exam – less than 

3% 
(2.5% in year 2002)



Why So Few?

n Japanese Culture
n Homogeneity in 

Thoughts and Values
n Tendency to maintain 

harmony instead of 
lawsuits.

n The concept of “elite 
profession” v. commercial 
service 

C ivil Cases in Trial Courts
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Why Is Judicial Reform Necessary?

n Background

n Lack of Lawyers in Non-Metropolitan Areas

n Lack of Corporate and International Lawyers
¨ The corporate risk has increased.

n derivative suits
n foreign investors
n complex international transactions



Solutions

n To increase the number of bar applicants 
to 3,000 per year in 2010.

n In what ways? 
? to adopt the American model of law 
school.



New Legal Education

Undergraduates of the 
law department or other departments

LSAT

Law School
2 years for those who majored in law 

in undergraduate.

3 years for those who 
did not major in law in 

undergraduate.
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Changes

n More Competitive

n Larger Law Firms

n More Specialized

n More Diversified
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