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Welcoming Remarks 

DOUGLASS CASSEL: 

¶1 Good morning, everyone, and thank you for joining us at this conference on 
Reforming the United Nations and the Use of Force for Security and Human Rights. 

¶2 My name is Doug Cassel.  I am the Director of the Center for International Human 
Rights here at Northwestern University School of Law. 

¶3 We are honored by the presence of the Consul General of Canada, Ann Charles, 
who is seated in the middle; to her left is the Consul General of the United Kingdom, 
Andrew Seaton.  To his left, the Consul General of Mexico, Carlos Manuel Sada Solana; 
and to his left, the Consul General of France, Richard Barbeyron.  We are distinctly 
honored that each of the Consuls here in Chicago has agreed to co-sponsor the 
conference, and we are delighted by their presence. 

¶4 We also have here two ambassadors who will be speaking on panels later.  
Ambassador Gilbert Laurin, the Deputy Permanent Representative of Canada to the 
United Nations, was able to make it in on one of the few flights from New York 
yesterday that was not canceled; likewise, Ambassador Feisal Istrabadi, the Deputy 
Permanent Representative of Iraq to the United Nations, will be speaking on later panels.  
We are hopeful that additional speakers and diplomats will arrive during the course of the 
day. 

¶5 With that I would like to pass the podium to the Dean of Northwestern University 
School of Law, Dean David Van Zandt. 

DAVID VAN ZANDT:* 

¶6 Thank you, Doug, and good morning, everyone.  Welcome to snowy Chicago.  I 
hope your travels were good. 

¶7 I do want to first of all start out by thanking the dignitaries and diplomats who are 
here with us today. 

¶8 I would also like to thank Professor Doug Cassel, the director of our Center for 
International Human Rights, which is part of our Bluhm Legal Clinic, and in particular I 
would like to thank the students on the editorial board of the Northwestern University 
Journal of International Human Rights who played a big role in pulling this all together 
and helping to organize it. 

 
 * David Van Zandt, dean of the School of Law since 1995, is an expert in corporate law and 
international finance and holds a doctorate in sociology. He has published articles on the regulation of 
international financial markets, the sociology of religion and deviance, social theory, and the economics of 
common sense. He is a member of the planning committees for the Northwestern University Corporate 
Counsel Institute and the Northwestern University Corporate Counsel Center. He is the treasurer and a 
director and member of the Executive Committee and the Research Committee of the American Bar 
Foundation and a director of several private companies. 
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¶9 And finally the faculty of law at the Catholic University of Leuven, who is our 
partner in many other programs.  I want to thank them for helping to organize today’s 
conference. 

¶10 We also have a couple of other sponsors.  In addition to the Consul Generals that 
Doug has just introduced, the Chicago Council on Foreign Relations is a sponsor as well 
as the United Nations Association of the United States, the Greater Chicago Chapter. 

¶11 Thank you very much for your support.  And finally I want to welcome and thank 
you, our keynote speaker, Sir David Hannay, and also all of our panel participants. 

¶12 We are delighted and honored to host the Fourth Annual Transatlantic Dialogue 
here at Northwestern Law. 

¶13 The topic of this year’s conference, Reforming the United Nations, is a timely topic 
of great interest at the Law School. 

¶14 International relations in law have always been important at Northwestern Law and 
expanding our international focus is one of the goals of our strategic plan.  We are 
accomplishing that goal in several ways, whether it is by discussing at international 
conferences, such as this one, changes such as globalization, technological advances and 
increased competitive opportunities, or by increasing the number of international students 
in our student body here at Northwestern Law. 

¶15 We tell all of our students that we will prepare them for this exciting new world 
where international lawyers drive significant political and economic changes as they open 
markets, put investment capital to new uses, and challenge human rights abuses 
throughout the world. 

¶16 Northwestern Law has historically been a pioneer in comparative law and 
international public law, and more recently, we have been building in the area of 
international human rights. 

¶17 With respect to the latter in 1998, the Center for International Human Rights 
became part of our Bluhm Legal Clinic with Doug Cassel as the director. 

¶18 In that Center, the faculty and students work together to carry out teaching, 
research, public and professional education, and provide technical assistance and address 
international issues in the human rights area.  Some of the topics on which the Center has 
been leading debates include the United Nations, the International Criminal Court, 
terrorism and the prosecution of terrorist suspects, the United States death penalty, 
economic rights, humanitarian interventions, and political asylum cases. 

¶19 Under the auspices of the Center, students have investigated cases and have had 
summer internships in Guatemala, Indonesia, and at the UN Human Rights Center in 
Geneva. 

¶20 The year 1998 was also the first year our students participated in our international 
team projects course.  Through our International Team Project Program, several hundred 
students have now studied and traveled to South Africa, Vietnam, Laos, Cuba, Australia, 
New Zealand, Ghana, and Chile, and this year at the end of March for two weeks during 
spring break, about 150 students will travel to China, Italy, Morocco, the Netherlands, 
Panama, Tanzania, and Thailand. 

¶21 Also, we have increased the size of our international student population with our 
unique two-year J.D. for foreign-trained lawyers. 

¶22 This year international students made up about fifteen percent of our entire student 
body and they are fully integrated with our J.D. and J.D.-MBA students. 
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¶23 We have also established important relationships with schools around the world, 
such as the University of Leuven, Tel Aviv University, and the Free University of 
America.  Finally, we have developed Executive LLM programs in Seoul and Madrid in 
which more experienced lawyers have the opportunity to earn an LLM from 
Northwestern without leaving their homes because our faculty members travel to them to 
teach. 

¶24 Northwestern Law students take an interest in all these activities.  They are very 
active and one reason programs such as this are so successful year after year. 

¶25 If you would like more, International Law Week organized by our students in the 
International Law Society at the Law School will start on April 4th. 

¶26 I hope you enjoy the conference today, and if you have a chance, please look 
around the Law School.  Do not go too far out into Chicago; it is still a little snowy.  But 
visit our library and talk to our students.  It is right next door, and you are all welcome to 
spend some time with us.  So again, welcome to everyone. 

DOUGLASS CASSEL: 

¶27 Consul General Anne Charles from Canada. 

ANNE CHARLES :** 

¶28 Good morning, ladies and gentlemen, Dean Van Zandt, Mr. David Hannay, 
Consuls General. 

¶29 I am very pleased to be part of this conference on reforming the United Nations’ 
use of force to safeguard international security and human rights.  No doubt the coming 
months will be a stimulating time for those involved and interested in the UN system. 

¶30 Canada plans to be actively involved in the evolution of the UN’s future.  We will 
work to make changes we think are necessary, because Canada values having an effective 
rules-based multilateral system that creates a safer world for us all. 

¶31 I am very pleased that this conference is being held in the US Midwest.  Too often 
in the heartland, the perception of the United Nations has been deliberations only.  
Personally, I have been very fortunate to have witnessed firsthand the activities of the UN 
bodies from UNICEF to the World Food Program, to UNAIDS and UN peacekeeping in 
Angola. 

 
 ** Anne Charles is Canada's new Consul General in Chicago.  In 1988, Ms. Charles was appointed 
Canadian Ambassador to Peru with concurrent accreditation to Bolivia, from 1990 to 1994 she was Consul 
General in Detroit responsible for the states of Michigan, Ohio, Indiana and Kentucky, and in 1996 was 
High Commissioner to Zimbabwe with concurrent accreditation to Botswana, Mozambique and 
Ambassador to Angola, a position she held until 1999.  At departmental headquarters in Ottawa, she 
worked in the Industrial Trade Policy Division and undertook assignments in the Department of Finance 
and the Ministry of State for Economic and Regional Development.  In 1995, she was made Special 
Negotiator for Environmental Military Issues.  From 1999 to 2001, she served as Director of the United 
States Transboundary Division where she focused on a range of Border issues including the Canada-US 
Preclearance Agreement and Great Lakes environmental issues, to name a few.  Ms. Charles began her 
Foreign Service career as a Trade Commissioner with postings in Australia, Colombia, Yugoslavia and 
Dallas. She was born in British Columbia but grew up in Newfoundland and graduated from the University 
of Toronto with a B.A.(English) and M.A. (Political Science). She is interested in the arts, tennis and 
sailing. 
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¶32 During my postings abroad, I have seen the tireless efforts made by UN workers to 
bring food, shelter, and aid to those in need.  Ironically, one of the outcomes of the 
terrible tsunami is to concretely demonstrate to the world the ability of the organization 
that the developed world has not often seen or appreciated. 

¶33 While the UN continues to evolve as an organization, we in Canada continue to 
value its existence. 

¶34 During the sixtieth anniversary of the end of the last world war and the creation of 
the UN, broadening the awareness and the support of the UN system and its worth are the 
most effective means to secure its foundation. 

¶35 To all those involved in making today possible and such a success, my heartfelt 
congratulations.  Thank you. 

RICHARD BARBEYRON:*** 

¶36 Yes.  Good morning.  Ladies and gentlemen, distinguished speakers and guests, 
dear colleagues and friends. 

¶37 It is an honor for the Consulate General of France in Chicago to be one of the co-
sponsors of this great conference on the United Nations organized by the Center for 
International Human Rights at Northwestern University School of Law and its director 
Doug Cassel, an old friend of the French community here, together with our Belgian 
friends of the Catholic University of Leuven. 

¶38 I just arrived in Chicago two days ago.  Previously, I was in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 
which is a great emerging country very much involved in the process of reforming the 
United Nations, knocking with good reasons on the Security Council’s door. 

¶39 The UN was founded almost sixty years ago by a group of free nations led by the 
United States.  We owe a lot to the US for this legacy started by President Wilson after 
World War I and achieved after World War II with President Roosevelt. 

¶40 Nowadays, the UN is so essential that a world without it is unthinkable.  The UN is 
more than ever the most appropriate place to address the tremendous challenges ahead 
from security to sustainable development.  It gives a unique and essential legitimacy to 
actions undertaken by the international community. 

¶41 France’s strong commitment to improve the UN is well known.  We very much 
appreciate the reforms already undertaken by Secretary-General Kofi Annan.  We believe 
that it is about time to take the next step by reforming the Security Council in two main 
directions: 

 
 *** Richard Barbeyron, 56, a career diplomat, is the Consul General of France in Chicago.  Previously 
and since 2000, Mr. Barbeyron was Consul General of France in Rio de Janeiro, and Director of the Maison 
de la France, the largest French Cultural Center in Brazil.  Mr. Barbeyron joined the foreign service in 
1973, first as a Cultural Attaché, then (1979) as a career Diplomat. He has successively been posted in 
Lima, Peru (1973-1974), in Caracas, Venezuela (1974-1979 and 1991-1995), in Canberra, Australia (1980-
1984), in Brasilia, Brazil (1984-1986), in Washington DC (1988-1991) and in Port-au-Prince, Haiti (1995-
1998).  In Paris, at the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Barbeyron has successively served within 
the Human Resources Department (1979-1980), the Office of Protocol (1986-1988) and was Deputy 
Director for Mexico, Central America and the Caribbean (1998-2000).  Mr. Barbeyron is a Knight of the 
Legion of Honor since 2002 and a Knight of the National Order of Merit since 1998, France’s first and 
second highest official awards.  Mr. Barbeyron received a Law degree and is graduated in Business 
Management.  Mr. Barbeyron is married to Patricia and is a father of four. 
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¶42 First, by improving the way the Security Council deals with threats on peace and 
security.  We also agree here on the need for better implementation of the Security 
Council’s recommendations.  To this end, based on the experience in Iraq in 2003, France 
proposes to create a permanent team of UN inspectors to improve the control of nuclear 
proliferation and other illegal production of weapons of mass destruction. 

¶43 There is also a need for professionals who are able to carefully watch human rights 
all over the world and can alert the UN before the surge of a crisis.  Peacekeeping and 
peacemaking operations could be more efficient if better coordinated and based on 
previous experiences. 

¶44 Secondly, by welcoming new members, permanent or not, within the Security 
Council, the world is no longer bipolar.  Today’s world is multipolar and the Security 
Council definitely must reflect this reality to keep its legitimacy. 

¶45 France advocates the creation of five new permanent members and four new 
nonpermanent ones.  Regarding the five new permanent members, we strongly believe 
that Germany, our friend and one of the most generous supporters of the UN, is entitled 
to join the council, as well as Japan, and we have the same conviction toward India, 
Brazil, and an African power still to be determined. 

¶46 Regarding the four new nonpermanent members, we think they should be offered to 
Africa, Latin America, Asia, and Eastern Europe. 

¶47 In a nutshell, these are our views based on our constant principles.  France strongly 
believes in the necessity of international rights.  We support the UN and its Security 
Council as the source of international legitimacy.  I suppose you share this core principle 
but maybe with a different approach. 

¶48 I have no doubt the discussions today and tomorrow will be very interesting.  Enjoy 
the conference.  Thank you and vive les Nations Unies. 

CARLOS MANUEL SADA SOLANA:**** 

¶49 Buenos días.  I am delighted to be here today.  Thank you, Mr. Van Zandt, for 
hosting and organizing this event, Douglass, a tremendous, enthusiastic organizer and 
responsible for the success of this event, and Mr. Hannay and your colleagues. 

¶50 Today, we have a splendid panel of discussions, and I am deeply convinced that 
their analysis will turn into a thoughtful and a very practical contribution to the 
improvement and the enhancement of the United Nations.  I would only like to underline 
that in Mexico the need for change and reform of the United Nations has turned into a 
subject of public concern, something that is part of daily life in the press and on the 
public agenda in general. 

 
 **** Carlos Manuel Sada Solana was appointed Consul General of Mexico in Chicago in July 2000.  He 
has held the following positions: Consul General of Mexico in San Antonio, Texas (1995-2000); Municipal 
President of the City of Oaxaca, Mexico (1993-1995); Consul General of Mexico in Toronto, Canada 
(1989-1992); Secretary of Economic and Social Development for the State of Oaxaca (1986-1989).  He 
graduated from the Universidad Iberoamericana in Mexico City with a degree in Industrial Engineering.  
He also engaged in graduate level studies in the Development of Production Systems at the University of 
Newcastle, England; Economic Development at the University of Deft, Holland; and in Industrial 
Development at the Hague University in Holland.  In addition, he has served as a member of the Boards of 
Directors of numerous civic, business and cultural organizations. 
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¶51 That is why the president of Mexico, Vicente Fox, proposed the creation of a 
Group of Friends for the Reform of the United Nations1 which last week convened in 
Mexico City for its fifth meeting to continue its endeavors in promoting the reform of the 
United Nations and to examine its future activities in light of the report of the High-Level 
Panel on Threats, Challenges, and Change.2 

¶52 Prior to that, in early January, at our annual meeting of Ambassadors and Consul 
Generals in Mexico City, the subject of the role of Mexico in the reform of the United 
Nations was of a very special relevance that we discussed from all the different 
perspectives in the agenda of our Mexican foreign policy. 

¶53 Mexico’s position on this revolves basically around the importance of the 
enhancement of the United Nations’ prevention capabilities and a larger core of nations 
having better representation in its constitutional bodies – a higher profile for economic 
and social development, as well as international cooperation as elements of a preventive 
approach to collective security. 

¶54 Given the challenges and importance of the task, we can be sure that the series of 
discussions and panels that will take place between today and tomorrow are the best 
demonstration of the great human and intellectual chapter that we have to undertake – the 
assignment of our lifetime, a comprehensive reform of the United Nations. 

ANDREW SEATON:***** 

¶55 Thank you.  Good morning, ladies and gentlemen.  I am Andrew Seaton, British 
Consul General here in the Midwest. 

¶56 One of the penalties of the alphabetic system of deciding is that I come last.  One of 
the penalties of that is everything that I was going to say has already been said by my 
colleagues.  So I must admit I am slightly tempted by the thought to say, “Well, what he 
said,” or “what she said,” so I will keep my remarks brief. 

¶57 First, I would like to offer my congratulations to Northwestern University and to 
the Catholic University of Leuven for organizing this important and timely conference. 

¶58 The British Government is a very strong supporter of the UN.  We are a major 
financial contributor to the UN, to its associated bodies and programs.  We are very 
actively involved in the UN’s deliberations, whether in New York or Geneva or 

 
1 See, e.g., U.N. Econ. & Soc. Council, Commission on Human Rights, 61st Sess. 4th mtg. at ¶ 55, U.N. 

Doc. E/CN.4/2005/SR.4 (Aug. 26, 2005); U.N. GAOR, 59th Sess., 90th plen. mtg. at 9, 12, UN Doc. 
A/59/PV.90 (Apr. 8, 2005). 

2 High-Level Panel on Threats, Challenges, and Change, A More Secure World: Our Shared 
Responsibility, U.N. Doc. A/59/565 (Dec. 2, 2004). 
 ***** Andrew Seaton took up his appointment as the British Consul General for Chicago in August 2003.  
Educated at the University of Leeds (first class honours) and Beijing University.  Mr. Seaton joined the 
Foreign Office in 1977.  His first overseas  assignment was in Dakar, Senegal in 1979.  In 1981 he was 
appointed Trade Commissioner, dealing with China Trade, in Hong Kong.  Returning to the Foreign Office 
in London in 1987 he served first in the Personnel Policy Department, responsible for all recruitment to the 
Foreign Office, and then as head of the China desk.  He then worked in the Overseas Development 
Administration, as Deputy Head of the Aid Policy Department, responsible for development aid strategy 
and resources.  He returned to Hong Kong in 1995 serving as Counsellor and Deputy Consul General.  
From 2000 to 2003 he was the Head of China Hong Kong Department at the Foreign Office.  Mr. Seaton is 
married to Helen.  They have 3 sons born in 1989, 1992 and 1995.  His hobbies include hiking (slowly), 
music and wine. 
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elsewhere.  We are among the, if not the, biggest supplier of troops to UN peacekeeping 
operations around the world. 

¶59 Being a supporter of the UN does not mean accepting the UN as it is.  Being a 
supporter of the UN means looking at ways of reforming and changing the UN to make it 
operate as effectively as it can. 

¶60 Therefore, we have also been heavily engaged in the current debate on how best to 
reform and change the UN so that it works as well as it can in the service of the world 
and that debate involves some difficult choices. 

¶61 That debate also is not a debate that can just happen within the UN.  Nor is it a 
debate that can just happen between governments. 

¶62 There needs to be a wider public debate in all our countries to ensure that the UN 
serves us as well as it can, and that is why we were particularly pleased to support this 
conference as an important part of the contribution to that debate about the future of the 
UN, a debate which perhaps is of particular relevance here in the US and here in the 
Midwest. 

¶63 So thanks to your organizers for organizing this.  We are very happy to support this 
conference and very best wishes for the next two days.  Thank you. 




