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Year Incidents 
Total 

Arrests

Incidents 
with an 
Arrest

Incidents 
Cleared by 

Arrest

2016 663 136 69 10.4%

2017 937 145 76 8.1%

2018 764 191 78 10.2%

2019 603 122 57 9.5%

2020 1,416 188 62 4.4%
Data sources: CPD, CCSAO 
Analysis: Children and Family Justice Center
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Explanations:
• This is not unique to Chicago: several major cities are 

experiencing an uptick in vehicular hijackings
• Philadelphia: Three-fold increase in last month

• New Orleans: 150% increase in 2020

• Oakland: 38% increase in 2020

• Law enforcement leaders in other cities confirm the 
pandemic is a driving cause

• Relatedly, COVID has fueled a historic, once-in-a-
generation mental health crisis

Solutions:
• Age-appropriate interventions – not adult punishments

• Responsibly reduce illegal gun flow

• Increase funding for violence reduction programs

• Ask youth what they need
• Programs that teach youth how to repair cars

• Speak responsibly to and about teens

“We owe it to these juveniles 

to reach out and see how we 

can help them more than just 

making an arrest and getting 

a case charged.”

-- Lt. Robert Muniz
Oakland Police 




