
 
 
 
October 16, 2013 
 
 
Governor Pat Quinn 
Office of the Governor 
207 State House 
Springfield, Illinois 62706 
 
Re: Gordon “Randy” Steidl innocence pardon 
 
Dear Governor Quinn: 
 
 Gordon “Randy” Steidl is the longest pending pardon case awaiting your 
decision; his petition was filed in 2002 during the Ryan administration, was heard in 
2005 and 2006 by the Prisoner Review Board (PRB) during the Blagojevich 
administration, and has been pending throughout your administration. In 2005 and 
2006, Randy’s attorneys presented significant evidence and a plethora of reasons for 
the PRB to recommend the granting of an innocence pardon. The only opposition raised 
by the Office of the State’s Attorney Appellate Prosecutor (SAAP), which represented 
the People of the State of Illinois in the clemency proceedings, was that a pardon 
decision was premature because there was still a possibility that Randy would be re-
prosecuted for the underlying crimes. 
 
 Specifically, at the PRB hearing on October 21, 2005, the SAAP said that the 
reinvestigation should be completed within two or three months and that it would not be 
fair for this cloud to hang over Randy’s head forever. At the PRB hearing on April 12, 
2006, the SAAP advised that there was no new evidence worthy of a new trial and that 
the reinvestigation would be concluded by May 31, 2006. On May 31, 2006, the SAAP 
informed the PRB that it had found no additional evidence pointing to Randy and that it 
expected the grand jury investigation to conclude “soon.” Clearly, the passage of time 
has proven that there will be no re-prosecution. Yet there has been no decision from 
either you or your predecessors on Randy’s pardon petition. 
 

Jim Dey of the Champaign News Gazette has concluded: “It’s unlikely the real 
killers will ever be identified. Authorities, particularly the state police, have been so 
thoroughly embarrassed and compromised by the misconduct and incompetence in the 
original investigation and prosecution that they have no interest in pursuing the matter. 
To do so would risk unearthing more skeletons from official closets.” 
  
 Notably, since the PRB hearings, there have been meaningful state and federal 
court decisions acknowledging the travesty of Randy’s trial and the fabrication of 
evidence to obtain a guilty verdict that resulted in a death sentence.  
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 Several courts during the past few years have taken note of the inequities Randy 
suffered through the collective actions of former Edgar County State’s Attorney Michael 
McFatridge and various police investigators. In Whitlock v. Brueggemann et al., 682 F. 
3d 567 (7th Cir. 2012), the Honorable Circuit Judge Diane Wood stated: 
 

  It has been nearly 25 years since Steidl and Whitlock were 
convicted of the Rhodes [sic] homicides. If their claims are true, 
a grave and nearly unbelievable miscarriage of justice occurred 
in Paris, Illinois. Two innocent men will have to deal with its 
consequences for the rest of their lives. 

 
 United States District Judge Michael McCuskey, in granting Randy’s federal 
petition for a writ of habeas corpus in 2003, stated that “acquittal was reasonably 
probable if the jury had heard all of the evidence.” Steidl v. Walls, 267 F.Supp.2d 919, 
940 (C.D. Ill. 2003). Among many other facts, the jury did not know that a key 
prosecution witness had failed a lie detector test and named other persons as the 
culprits, or that the main purported witness had a long history of mental illness and drug 
addiction and had received a large cash payment for her carefully scripted testimony.  
 
  In Steidl v. Fermon et al., 494 F.3d 623 (2007), the Court of Appeals recited a 
litany of misconduct by the Illinois State Police, which, the court noted, “actively blocked 
a full investigation” of Steidl’s wrongful conviction and of a different and more likely 
suspect; the court therefore ruled that Steidl could pursue his claims against the State 
Police who committed this misconduct. 
 
 The Illinois State Journal Register described Randy Steidl’s case as a “tragedy” 
in large part based on “flawed evidence” that was used to convict Randy. 
 

Eric Zorn of the Chicago Tribune has championed Randy’s case for years and 
recognizes Randy’s case as one of the most important death penalty wrongful 
conviction travesties. 
 

  A Chicago Tribune editorial, highly critical of police misconduct during the 
investigation, urged a pardon based on innocence: “Everything in this case does indeed 
point to Steidl’s innocence . . .”  

 
The long-awaited resolution of Randy’s civil rights litigation against the Paris 

police, the prosecutor, and the Illinois State Police only confirms the terrible wrongs 
perpetrated on this innocent man. While those responsible for his wrongful conviction 
and 17 years of imprisonment agreed to settle for millions of dollars, the settlement 
cannot and did not confer the ultimate remedy that would clear Randy’s good name. 
Only you can do that, Governor Quinn, by finally granting Randy an innocence pardon. 
 
 Randy’s life since prison is only further evidence that he deserves this pardon. 
His exemplary conduct—almost eight years of working to abolish the death penalty—
has been noted by the Illinois State Journal Register, the Chicago Tribune, Jim Dey of 
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the Champaign News-Gazette, the Chicago Sun-Times editorial board, and Illinois 
Times writer Dusty Rhodes.  
 
 On July 18, 2013, the Chicago Sun-Times published an editorial about Randy 
Steidl: “With his earnest and unassuming demeanor and a personal story of dogged 
triumph . . . he has changed minds in at least six states to abolish capital punishment, 
helping legislators to understand the risks of executing the innocent. Without him, Illinois 
might still be putting prisoners to death.” Indeed, in the final moments before the bill to 
abolish the Illinois death penalty was called for a vote in the Senate, sponsor Kwame 
Raoul called Randy to the floor and asked him to address the assembled legislators. 
Randy’s sustained efforts in campaigning for this measure are widely credited for 
making the difference in the final vote. 
  

  Tom Frisbie of the Chicago Sun-Times described Randy’s contributions: 
 

  Other death penalty opponents said Steidl’s constant presence 
and aura of sincerity made him an effective ambassador against 
the death penalty—not only in Illinois but also New Mexico, 
where Steidl earlier campaigned and which abolished the death 
penalty in 2009. Steidl also has spoken to lawmakers in 
Connecticut, Colorado and Maryland. 

 
 Certainly, there is enormous public support for Randy’s pardon based on 
innocence. Governor Quinn, this matter has lingered for far too long. Please do the right 
thing now, and allow this innocent man to clear his good name. At a bare minimum, 
please do Randy the honor of sitting down with him, face to face, and explain to him 
why you have decided so many other pardon petitions during your tenure in office—
including 65 grants of clemency this past Friday—but have repeatedly passed over his. 
 

Very truly yours, 
 
/s/Karen L. Daniel 
 
Karen L. Daniel 
Co-Legal Director,  
Center on Wrongful Convictions, Chicago 
 
Flint Taylor 
Jan Susler 
Ben Elson 
People’s Law Office, Chicago 
 
Michael B. Metnick 
Partner, Metnick Cherry Frazier & Sabin, Springfield 


