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Electricity Regulation in a  
Post-Election World 

 

A Northwestern Electricity Dialogue WEBINAR 
 

Northwestern Pritzker School of Law  
 

Friday, November 13, 2020 

8:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. CDT 
9:45 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. EDT 

Times listed below are CDT. 

What will change and what will stay the same based on the results of the 2020 Presidential Election. Will a re-
elected Trump Administration feel more emboldened to make substantial changes to energy policy and energy 
regulations? How will a new Biden Administration and its energy policy impact regulation and who will be the 

key players? Come hear the experts talk about these possibilities and more! 

 

8:45-9:00 a.m.  Welcome and Opening Remarks 
• Kevin Gunn, Principal, Paladin Energy Strategies, LLC 

 
9:00-9:30  Keynote Address  

The keynote will update the state of the Presidential election as well as who 
controls the House and the Senate, answering questions about whether we have a 
clear winner, whether the Senate has changed control and what initial impacts 
will the election will have on the look of the new or re-elected Administration.  

   
• John Ashford, Chairman and CEO, The Hawthorn Group, L.C. 

 
9:30-10:45 Session One — The Impact of the Election on the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission and Federal Energy Regulatory Policy 
What will a new or re-elected administration mean for FERC? What personnel 
changes or appointments are anticipated and how will FERC act different, either 
under an emboldened Trump Administration or a new Biden Administration?  
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• Moderator: Kevin Gunn, Principal, Paladin Energy Strategies 
• Tony Clark, Senior Advisor, Wilkinson Barker, Knauer, LLP 
• John Norris, Partner, State Public Policy Group  
• Adrienne Clair, Partner, Thompson Coburn, LLP 

 
10:45-12:00 p.m.  Session Two — The Impact of the Election on State Regulatory Commissions 

and State Energy Regulatory Policy 
Will a Biden Administration mean more federal policies imposed across the 
States? Will a Trump re-election mean that substantial changes at the DOE or 
FERC that will impact State Regulations? If the Senate changes Party control, 
what does that mean for State policy?  
  

• Moderator: Ted J. Thomas, Commissioner, Arkansas Public Service 
Commission 

• Denise Buffington, Director Federal Regulatory Affairs, Evergy 
Companies; Vice President of Transource Energy 

• Julie Fedorchak, Commissioner, North Dakota Public Service 
Commission 

• Steve Gaw, Attorney/Consultant, Advanced Power Alliance 
 

 
 
Participants (as of December 2, 2020) 
 

1. John Ashford, Chairman and CEO, The Hawthorn Group, L.C. 
2. Denise Buffington, Director Federal Regulatory Affairs, Evergy Companies; Vice President of 

Transource Energy 
3. Adrienne Clair, Partner, Thompson Coburn, LLP 
4. Tony Clark, Senior Advisor, Wilkinson Barker, Knauer, LLP 
5. Julie Fedorchak, Commissioner, North Dakota Public Service Commission 
6. Steve Gaw, Attorney/Consultant, Advanced Power Alliance 
7. Kevin Gunn, Principal, Paladin Energy Strategies,  LLC 
8. John Norris, Partner, State Public Policy Group  
9. Ted J. Thomas, Commissioner, Arkansas Public Service Commission 
 

 
 
 
Registrants (as of December 2, 2020) 
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1. Ken Anderson, Former PUCT Commissioner    
2. Pedram Arani, Principal Program Manager, PG&E 
3. Alison Archer, Regional Director- State Regulatory Affairs, MISO 
4. Jay Balasbas, Commissioner, Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission 
5. Philip Bartlett, Chair, Maine Public Utilities Commission 
6. Janice Beecher, Director, IPU, Michigan State University 
7. Adam L. Benshoff, Executive Director, Regulatory Affairs, Edison Electric Institute 
8. Maria Bocanegra, Commissioner, Illinois Commerce Commission 
9. Pam Bonrud, Director - Gov & Reg Affairs, NorthWestern Energy 
10. Brandon Bowen, Senior Utility Analyst, Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission 
11. Bev Bowlby, Manager Regulatory Affairs, Ameren Illinois 
12. David Boyd, Regulatory and Policy Strategist, AESL Consulting 
13. Cameron Brooks, President, E9 Insight 
14. Emily Brown, Regulatory Consultant, AEP  
15. Rich Brunt, Sr. Analyst, Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission 
16. Diane Burman, Commissioner, New York Public Service Commission 
17. Tanya Capellan, Acting Director, Illinois Commerce Commission 
18. Michael Carrigan, Commissioner, Illinois Commerce Commission 
19. Phillip Casey, Partner, Calfee 
20. Laura Chappelle, President, Chappelle Consulting/GT Power Group 
21. Theresa Christian, Sr. Manager, Corp. Strategy, Exelon 
22. David Clark, Commissioner, Utah Public Service Commission  
23. Sarah Cronin, Commissioner's Assistant, Illinois Commerce Commission 
24. Meg Curran, Chairperson, Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission 
25. Megan Decker, Commission Chair, Oregon PUC 
26. Mason Emnett, VP, Competitive Market Policy, Exelon 
27. Robert Endris, Associate General Counsel, Otter Tail Power Company 
28. Christine Ericson, Attorney, Illinois Commerce Commission 
29. Linda Evers, Shareholder; Chair of the Energy Group, Stevens & Lee 
30. Jeff Ewart, Deputy Director, Midwestern Governors Association 
31. David Fein, Founder and President, Fein Solutions LLC  
32. Jeff Ferry, Sr. Director State Government Affairs, Vistra Energy 
33. Neal Fitch, Sr. Director, Regulatory Affairs, NRG Energy, Inc. 
34. Abby Fox, Energy Attorney, Balch & Bingham, LLP 
35. Al Freeman, Assistant to Division Director, Michigan Public Service Commission 
36. Sarah Freeman, Commissioner, Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission 
37. Peter Fuller, Principal, Autumn Lane Energy Consulting LLC 
38. Edward Garvey, Regulatory Strategist, AESL Consulting 
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39. Larry Gasteiger, Executive Director, WIRES 
40. Demetria Giannisis, Managing Director, ISEN 
41. Michael Giberson, Assoc Prof of Practice, Texas Tech University  
42. Sam Gomberg, Analyst, Union of Concerned Scientists 
43. Monica Gonzalez, Assistant General Counsel-Operations and Planning, ISO New England  
44. Ryan Hadley, Executive Director of External Affairs, Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission  
45. James Harmening, Director of Cybersecurity & Risk Management, Illinois Commerce 

Commission 
46. Marcus Hawkins, Executive Director, Organization of MISO States 
47. Christina Hayes, Vice President, Berkshire Hathaway Energy 
48. Pat Hayes, Manager of Transmission Policy, LS Power 
49. Tom Haymaker, Manager, Energy Planning, Clark Public Utilities 
50. Stacie Hebert, Manager, FERC/RTO Policy, Otter Tail Power Company  
51. Ross Hemphill, President, RCHemphill Solutions LLC 
52. Todd Hillman, SVP & CCO, MISO 
53. Paula Hoena, Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
54. Kevin Huyler, Director, National Grid 
55. Libby Jacobs, President, The Jacobs Group LLC 
56. Aubrey Johnson, Executive Director, System Planning & Competitive Transmission, MISO 
57. Meredith Jones, Senior Utility Analyst, Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission 
58. Emily Kean, Manager, ComEd 
59. Robert Kelter, Senior Attorney, Environmental Law and Policy Center  
60. Christopher Kennedy, Partner, Whitt Sturtevant LLP 
61. Lynne Kiesling, Co-Director, Institute for Regulatory Law & Economics, Carnegie Mellon 

University 
62. Alexandra Klass, Distinguished McKnight University Professor, University of Minnesota Law 

School 
63. Bradley Klein, Senior Attorney, ELPC 
64. Tina Koecher, Manager, Customer Solutions, Minnesota Power  
65. Stefani Krevda, Commissioner, Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission 
66. Lorenzo Kristov, Principal, Electric System Policy, Structure, Market Design  
67. Clay Layson, Arkansas Office of the Attorney General 
68. Matt Lecar, Principal, PG&E 
69. Brett Leopold, President, ITC Great Plains 
70. Wei Chen Lin, Policy Advisor, Illinois Commerce Commission  
71. Etta Lockey, Vice President, Regulation, PacifiCorp 
72. Nicole Luckey, Vice President, Regulatory Affairs, Invenergy LLC 
73. Robin Lunt, Chief Strategy Officer, Guzman Energy 
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74. Ivy Lyn, Director, State Regulatory Affairs, EEI 
75. Sophia Markowska, Office of Retail Market Development, Illinois Commerce Commission 
76. Richard Mathias, Principal, Mathias consulting 
77. Daryl Maxwell, Department Manager - Hydro Interconnections, MB Hydro 
78. Janna McCardel, Analyst, IURC 
79. Natalie McIntire, Consultant, Clean Grid Alliance 
80. Theresa McMillan-Sepkoski, Audit Specialist, Michigan Public Service Commission  
81. Jena Merl, Policy Advisor, Illinois Commerce Commission 
82. Peder Mewis, Regional Policy Manager, Clean Grid Alliance  
83. John Miller, Energy Industry Analyst, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
84. David Moeller, Senior Attorney and Director of Regulatory Compliance. ALLETE 
85. Sherri Monteith, Director -- Public Policy, American Electric Power 
86. Jeff Morris, Senior Director State Government Relations, Schneider Electric North America 
87. Jennifer Murphy, Dir. of Energy Policy, NARUC 
88. Natassia Najman, Avangrid 
89. Paul Neilan, Owner, Law Offices of Paul G. Neilan, P.C. 
90. Chris Nelson, Commissioner, South Dakota Public Utility Commission  
91. Nicole Nocera, Vice President & Deputy General Counsel, Exelon Corporation 
92. Ellen Nowak, Commissioner, Wisconsin Public Service Commission 
93. Anastasia O'Brien, VP & Deputy GC, ComEd 
94. Erin O'Connell-Diaz, President, FutureFWD, Inc. 
95. Kim O'Guinn, Commissioner, Arkansas Public Service Commission 
96. Uma Outka, Professor/Assoc. Dean for Faculty, Univ. of Kansas School of Law 
97. Andrew Owens, Director, Regulatory, Entergy Services, LLC 
98. Katie Papadimitriu, Deputy Executive Director – Policy, Illinois Commerce Commission 
99. Bradley Perkins, Assistant General Counsel, Exelon Corporation 
100. Bennett Peterson, Energy & Sustainability Masters Candidate, Northwestern University 
101. Marji Philips, VP, Wholesale Market Policy, LS Power 
102. Matt Prorok, Senior Policy Manager, Great Plains Institute 
103. Tetyana Rabczak, Chairman Advisor, Illinois Commerce Commission 
104. John Ratnaswamy, Member, The Law Office of John Ratnaswamy, LLC 
105. Ashley Renkor, Legal and Policy Advisor, Illinois Commerce Commission 
106. Becky Robinson, Director, PJM Market Policy, Vistra Corp 
107. Brian Rybarik, Principal Program Manager, Americas Energy and Sustainability,

 Microsoft 
108. Mike Saer, Great River Energy  
109. Mary Schroeder, Principal, Stephenson Schroeder Ltd. 
110. Doug Scott, Vice President, Great Plains Institute 
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111. Katie Sieben, Chair, Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
112. Carrie Simpson, Senior Manager, PSCo Markets & Wholesale Accounts, Xcel Energy 
113. Jay Skabo, VP Elec Supply, MDU 
114. Melissa Skelton, Regulatory Affairs Strategic Advisor, Seattle City Light 
115. Beth Soholt, Executive Director, Clean Grid Alliance 
116. Kristin Stastny, Partner, Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP  
117. Elizabeth Stephens, Regulatory Consultant, AEP-SWEPCO  
118. Tyler Stoff, Director of Regulatory Affairs, American Council on Renewable Energy 
119. Alexis Sulentic, Manager, EEI  
120. Heather Svenson, RTO Strategy Analyst, PSEG 
121. Gavin Taves, Energy Policy Director, Illinois Environmental Council 
122. Rob Threlkeld, Global Manager - Sustainable Energy, Supply & Reliability,  

General Motors  
123. Mary Throne, Deputy Chair, Wyoming Public Service Commission 
124. Brian Tulloh, Executive Director, External Affairs North Region, MISO 
125. Justin Vickers, Staff Attorney, Environmental Law and Policy Center  
126. Julie Voeck, Senior Director, Legislative & Regulatory Affairs, NextEra Energy 

Resources 
127. Carolyn Wetterlin, Senior Manager, Regional. Transmission Policy, Xcel Energy 
128. Dan Williams, Director - Market IQ West, Customized Energy Solutions 
129. Joel Yu, Project Manager, Con Edison 
130. Michelle Zaccagnino, Manager, State Regulatory Policy, Edison Electric Institute 
131. Carrie Zalewski, Chair, Illinois Commerce Commission 
132. Andy Zellers, President, Influent Energy 


