
 

IN BRIEF 

Convicted LCD maker AU Optronics could be liable for as much as a $2 billion 

criminal fine for fixing LCD prices, the head of the Justice Department’s criminal 

program said Thursday. 

Chicago – Convicted LCD maker AU Optronics could be liable for as much as a $2 

billion criminal fine for fixing LCD prices, the head of the Justice Department’s 

criminal program said Thursday. 

  

Taiwan-based AUO and its U.S. subsidiary were convicted over price-fixing LCD panels 

by a San Francisco jury in March. 

  

The jury also found beyond a reasonable doubt that the cartel resulted in a gross gain 

of at least $500 million, Scott Hammond, the deputy assistant attorney general for 

criminal enforcement, said speaking at an international antitrust conference in 

Chicago.* 

  

That finding will allow DOJ to ask for up to a $1 billion criminal fine against AUO, and 

up to a $1 billion criminal fine against AUO America, he said. 

  

“We haven’t made a sentencing recommendation yet,” Hammond said. “I can tell you 

we will be seeking a very heavy sentence.” 

  

“This is very egregious conduct,” he continued. “This company to this day continues 

to assert that the antitrust laws do not apply to them. We’re hopeful the judge will 

[give them] a deterrent sentence to ensure this type of conduct is not repeated.” 

  

AUO liable for up to $2 billion criminal fine, DOJ’s
Hammond says 

7 Jun 12 | 15:41 EST 

Author: Leah Nylen 

*Third Annual Chicago Forum on International Antitrust Issues, Northwestern 

University Searle Center on Law, Regulation and Economic Growth, Chicago, June 

7-8, 2012
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